




SYBASE IQ – TURBO-CHARGING REPORT SERVERS 
Sybase IQ is a highly optimized analytics engine used for business intelligence, advanced analytics, predictive 

modeling, stringent regulatory compliance, and rapid reporting. 

Unlike transactional databases that were designed to support business transactions, Sybase IQ was architected 
for reporting and analysis. Transactional databases require complex, space-consuming indexing and summary tables 
to perform query-intensive workloads well. These indexes and summary tables actually explode data sizes, often 
requiring 5 or 10 times more data in the reporting system than in the original operational system. 

Transactional databases are also more complex to implement for decision support environments. They require more 
time to load and refresh, due to labor-intensive steps of creating backups, tables, and indexes. It also takes a lot of tuning 
to maintain query performance with a traditional database—diagnosing, testing, and tuning queries over and over again. 

Sybase IQ turbo charges report servers—with extremely high performance for feeding data to reporting tools and 
dashboards, without requiring special tuning or expensive hardware and 
storage resources.

THE ADVANTAGES OF SYBASE IQ
For businesses looking for more accurate and cost-effective reporting 

solutions that deliver winning business results by creating a complete picture 
of customer preferences, meeting regulatory requirements, and providing 
up-to-the-moment visibility into operational results, Sybase IQ is the world’s 
leading column-based analytics server, delivering the smartest approach to 
enable enterprises to turn raw data into actionable information through 
comprehensive reporting.  

Sybase IQ is the only reporting engine that delivers dramatically faster, more 
accurate reports—to all your users, from all your information, on your terms.  
Sybase IQ’s column-based core architecture and innovative features provide 
flexibility and scalability in multiple dimensions, enabling unsurpassed query 
performance for the most complex reporting tasks, for the rapidly expanding 
user base, on the largest datasets—all within an environment that is both 
affordable, eco-friendly and manageable at the implementation stage and 
throughout the information lifecycle. 
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“Sybase IQ surpassed the 

speed of our internal 

custom application by 

two or three times, and 

it worked so well we 

established Sybase IQ as 

a business intelligence 

architecture standard 

that the rest of the 

company can now 

consider.” 

Marc Guillard, BNP Paribas 
Securities Services DBA 

Figure 1. Sybase IQ is a powerful analytics server designed and optimized for fast query processing and 

more efficient utilization of systems resources for enterprise reporting systems.
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All of this is evidenced by award-winning results: more than 1,500 customers with more than 3,000 projects 
worldwide, top industry analyst support, media and pundits, blogs, and benchmark results.

SYBASE IQ: A CLEAR WINNER 

Sybase IQ infuses organizations with fast, flexible access to information. With Sybase IQ, you can analyze business 
performance, detect fraud, gauge marketing results, manage customer relationships, and ensure financial controls— 
in ways never before possible. The economics of Sybase IQ put faster, efficient, cost-effective reporting and decision 
support systems well within reach. 

For more information, contact us today at infobi@sybase.com or visit www.sybase.com/iq. 
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Speed Column-based architecture for low I/O and fast retrieval•	
Architected for queries, not transactions•	
Patented indexing technology •	
Query speed 10X - 100X faster than traditional row-based DBs•	

Economy Compresses data as its loaded (reduces storage needs up to 90%) •	
Reduced hardware/energy costs due to compression capability•	
Runs on standard systems including Linux, Windows, & Unix•	

Manageability Ease of deployment; no need to re-architect OLTP systems•	
Tune once, and you’re done •	

Power One-touch multiplex grid configuration•	
High performance from any schema•	
Support hundreds or thousands of users and petabytes of data•	
Tested on trillions of rows of data•	

Flexibility Independent compute power and storage capacity scalability •	
Standards-based; works with ODBC/JDBC-compliant tools •	
Supports popular BI tools (Microstrategy; Cognos; BO)•	
Easily co-exists within existing BI ecosystems•	

Information 
Availability

Faster data loading•	
Multi-node loading•	
Direct client loads•	
No impact to query performance while loading•	
Supports rules-based information lifecycle management•	

Security Password authentication/encryption for data-in-flight•	
Database and column encryption for data-at-rest•	
Common Criteria certified at EAL-3•	
User settable passwords•	
FIPS (on Unix), Kerberos, and IPv6 support•	

Figure 2. Comparing  

Sybase IQ to Traditional  

Data Management Solutions


